Hispanic Connection of Southern Indiana, Inc.

4/2/2008

Meeting Minutes

Present:  Tom Smith, Beth Pattison, Jackie Love, Juanita Richardson, Lillian Rose, Demetria Smith, Michelle Turner, Keith Pulliam, Nancy Totten (recorder)

Minutes of the 3/5 meeting were approved.

Father Tom reported that Letty Salazar is working on the Speakers List as well as a list of available interpreters.  If anyone has suggestions for either of these lists, please contact Letty at lettysalazar@hispanicconnectionsi.org .  Father Tom noted that agencies which receive federal funding (especially legal and medical agencies) were required by a federal executive order to provide interpreters for those who need them, and should be asked to do so.  Juanita had examples of a business-size card explaining this which clients can use.

Keith reported that the Floyd County clerk, Linda Moeller, had offered to keep the office open on a designated evening and have an interpreter present for Spanish speakers who may need assistance.  We want to encourage and assist this effort.  It is unclear who will pay for the interpreter.  Keith will pursue this.

Beth will be working on our first biannual newsletter which will be issued in June.  Some things can just be mentioned and linked to other sites (such as our website).  Lillian will write up something providing data about people assisted in the office, especially those assisted to become citizens.  Keith will send information about organizations which have provided us grant money so that they can be given credit in the newsletter. Father Tom will provide a “wish list” and other information.  Please send Beth ( bpattiso@ius.edu ) anything which you think might be usable in the newsletter.  Father Tom has a list of people to send the newsletter to, and we can distribute it to such agencies as 1 Southern Indiana and Southern Indiana Community Foundation as well.  This year’s newsletters are targeted for June and November, but in future years we should probably try to get the newsletter out before the Spring Health Fair.

Spanish classes will be available at the office starting in April, Mondays at 6:30-8, for 3 10-week sessions, at a charge of $200 per 10 weeks.  The focus will be on practical conversational Spanish

No one expressed interest in attending the workshop “Nonprofit meets Profit.”  However, Jackie Love is interested in being on the planning committee for a statewide conference on the Status of Hispanic Education, being organized by Juana Watson. Father Tom will forward information to her as it becomes available.

The Health Fair was discussed briefly.  Father Tom may turn the car show into a truck show.  Keith and Lillian will deal with food and drinks. We want to be sure to have enough interpreters on hand.  We have one more meeting before the fair to finalize plans.

Nancy Totten

