HISPANIC CONNECTION MEETING MINUTES

December 5, 2007

The meeting was called to order by Father Tom Smith, attending were Jackie Love, Mario Laso, Kerri Cokely, Beth Pattison, Michelle Turner, Cheryl Sanchez, Sue Flinn, Alice Miles, Laura King, Krystal Angevine and Lillian Rose.

1. The minutes were approved and introductions were made for the new members. 

2. Fr. Tom mentioned that Caesar’s Foundation had granted us $15,000 and with that added to the Community Foundation’s grant, we are now solvent again.  

3. Fr. Tom then asked us to think of how we could best use our time and resources as an organization and these were the many ideas:

· Jackie mentioned that young Latinos at Middle School age need mentoring.

· Beth suggested establishing a Speakers Bureau.  It was decided to make up a list of possible speakers and e-mail them.  It was also suggested that speakers should be found within the college communities of IUS, etc.. We need to contact more Latino professionals.   
· Also, need to contact Juana Watson and make her a part of the Speakers Bureau.  Donna has been emailing her and she is very willing to come, wanted to know dates.  

· Mario suggested we need to inform the Hispanic community at large on how to learn the American way and mainstream them into the society.  He is primarily interested in making them aware of how to obtain credit, purchase a home, open a bank account, etc…
· With 6 network schools working with the Latino population, we could issue a Handbook for Hispanic families.
· Lillian suggested going into website and downloading the Guia to see what we could add.  Someone else mentioned that referring to No. 211 on the public phone we can have over 100 languages available for translation.  

· Need to talk to young people about preparing for college and continuing careers. Change the mindset of only working.

· Jackie suggested that if a Handbook was to be written for parents we should define school terms such as: suspension, retention, etc.

· Hispanic Connection has the policy of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and Lillian felt we should become advocates in our community in favor of the Latino population.  
· Kerri felt the answer to that would be in approaching others.  She underwent a training in Community Conversations and gave a brief description of what it would entail.  Everyone was interested to learn. 
· Father mentioned we had Intercambio years ago and it had been very successful.  Maybe we could start something like that again. 

· Jackie mentioned we should write our Congressmen and change their idea that all immigrants are “illegal”.

· Beth suggested looking at website for Parents-in-Learning.  We could contact this outfit for material in Spanish.  www.fscp.org/index.asp?.p=18
· Krystal mentioned a good Cultural Awareness could be cooking classes on Latin Food.  

4. After all of these good suggestions and a round of discussion, it was decided to form a committee and contact faculty at IUS, Hospital CEO’s, businessmen, School board members for the time we ask Juana Watson to come Speak to the community.  These are the powers at be.  Some dates were suggested (Fr. I do not have those dates down. )
The event could be co-sponsored with the One Southern Indiana organization, contact Michael Dolby.  And Jackie suggested we could host it at the Greater Clark Administration Building.

5. The committee for this event is: Donna, Jackie, Kerri, and Alice.  Beth volunteered to do the publicity.  Someone mentioned contacting Ben Ruiz from HBL.

6. Jackie mentioned that IUS is already going to do some cultural diversity training to 50 teachers.

7. Fr. Tom, notified us that the website had been updated. 

Everyone wishes Donna Jenkins a speedy recovery to good health and good cheer.

 To all our members a very MERRY CHIRSTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.  

See you next year on January 3, 2008.  At the IUS Library at noon. Bring your own lunch.
