Hispanic Connection of Southern Indiana, Inc.
Minutes to the Meeting

August 1, 2007 12:00 p.m.

www.HispanicConnectionSI.org
Secretary’s Note:  In this month’s Meeting Minutes, any items requiring follow-up by a specific individual are bold/italicized for ease of reference.

Location:  Indiana University Southeast, IUS Library
Attendance: Sue Flinn (Schuler-Bauer Realty), Donna Jenkins (attorney),  Mary Gehant-Lagunez, Mario Lagunez, Mario Laso (Fifth Third Bank),  Diego Morales, Frank Recalde (Michael Insurance/Nationwide), Father Tom Smith (Hispanic Ministry), Michelle Turner (IUS)
1.
Minutes for the June 2007 meeting – Fr. Tom made motion to approve which was seconded and the minutes were approved.
2.
Potential Forum for Judicial and Law Enforcement Representatives:
Donna J. has contacted Judge Orth in Floyd County about working with local officials to identify and address challenges and issues in the interactions between individuals and police/court. She will continue to work on contacting representatives in both counties.

The group has previously discussed the development of a survey/questionnaire to officials, then meet with those officials to discuss addressing their concerns/challenges, then finally hold forum to impart information to the Hispanic community. 

*
Mary L. suggested including the State Police in any survey activity.

*
It was also suggested that the Hispanic community be contacted to identify their concerns and questions.  Possibly could have a short survey/questionnaire at the Fiesta with 5-10 questions, and maybe a prize for completing.  

*
The forum to be presented to the Hispanic community could be in the church setting, perhaps include food afterwards to encourage participation. 

*
Could have 2-3 judicial/law enforcement representatives to present information, and others there to respond to questions in a panel format to keep from having too many presenters (information overload).  

3.
Fiesta Latina:  September 15, 2007 at St. Mary’s Church, New Albany, from 6:45pm to about 9:00 pm.  There will be a procession beginning at the Carnegie Center to St. Mary’s, and there will be dancers, music, and food booths.  There are also display booths for businesses and non-profit organizations.  Hispanic Connection can have booth, but we’ll need to get volunteers at the Sept. meeting so that 2 people can man the booth.  
4.
Summer Intern:  Intern SaRetta Brown has been assisting the Hispanic Ministry with many issues this summer and it has been a great experience. Sadly, she will be leaving us at the end of August to return to her college studies.  
5.
Financial Report and Networking event discussion tabled until next meeting.

6.
Backpack distribution will be held August 5, 3:00pm, at the office.   Hispanic Ministry and Hispanic Connection will be offering backpacks with school supplies, and information about educational opportunities will be provided, including Head Start.   Also sign-ups for computer and English classes.  Mario L. suggested putting some of the health information left from the Feria de Salud inside the backpacks.  Frank Recalde volunteered to call dentists/doctors for additional donations of health care items.  
7.
Membership dues:  Reminders for annual dues need to be sent out in November.

8.
Discussion concerning free Legal Clinics for various needs in Louisville and whether this is something we might be able to offer.  There will be a clinic on Aug. 12 2:45 till 4:30 at St. Rita Church, 8709 Preston Highway.

Donna Jenkins will obtain name of local attorney who has worked in the area of Pro Bono services and will email this information to Fr. Tom.
Announcements:  Donna Jenkins announced that there will be an event on Saturday, August 4th at River of Living Waters Church in Clarksville for families of the Hispanic community.  All free, games and food.  She will email flyer to the meeting attendees.
Next month’s meeting is Wednesday, September 5, 2007 at 12:00 noon, Indiana University Southeast Library, Room 230 (bring your own lunch)
