Hispanic Connection of Southern Indiana, Inc.
Minutes of meeting

May 7, 2008

Those presnt:  Beth Pattison, Mario Laso, Krystal Angevine, Dana Gerth Nieman, Tom Smith, Carroll Bennett

The minutes were approved.

Most of the time was spent talking about the details for the Health Fair on May 18th from 3:00 till 5:00pm on Sunday, in the St. Mary Church gym, 8th and Spring Street in New Albany.  25 agencies have committed so far, including an optometrist for the first time.  Jose Becerra has moved to Texas and will not be able to coordinate the setup, (much to the disappointment of Krystal, who hoped he would do this the rest of his life!)  Several people have offered to assist.  Fr. Tom will open the gym a little before 1:00pm, David Cooper from Clark Memorial Hospital offered to help and maybe he can be one to organize putting things away as well.  Any help is much appreciated since we have to move tables and chairs, cover tables, set up electricity, PA system, balloons, etc.  Krystal will bring more colored plastic to cover the tables.
Lillian has arranged for the food to be purchased or donated.  At this point the cost is anticipated at about $210.00.  We will try to find some younger people who want to practice their Spanish to take care of the food this year, so that Lillian can be free to do other things.  There was a suggestion to possibly have restaurants come as vendors next year and sell food at cost.

Beth suggested that perhaps she can get in contact with some students from Floyd Central who might be able to dress up in costume, to entertain people, and possibly distribute children’s books.  Vicky Eaton is unable to come this year.

Alan Matthews and his Spanish Club from Providence are still looking for more children’s bicycles that can be given away, with instructions and helmets.  They are also planning exercise activities for the children.  Dana offered to make a list of activities, calories used, and food which equals those calories as an education piece.  She plans to translate it as well and make copies.  Tom will contact Carmen Amaya about maybe teaching some dancing as a form of entertainment and exercise as well.  The bicycles and most activities will be outside, weather permitting.
Mario Laso offered to donate the balloons and possibly the helium from Fifth Third Bank.  He will probably bring cups, or pencils or something like this as well.
Krystal will check with Kim Martin Dawkins at PNC bank about their DVD for children and parents.

Tom will ask the musicians to bring the PA system from the church and a CD player so that we can make announcements and have music.  We will need music CD’s as well.  Tom will also bring extra extension cords and electrical strips.  We are hoping Keith Pulliam will do the announcements again.

Beth sent out the press releases and is doing followup calls to the New Albany Tribune and others, as well as taking pictures herself.  Hoy en Las Americas newspaper has already offered to send a reporter.  

The office is getting together the list of interpreters and will have hats or nametags for them.

If anyone has a kind of door prize to bring that would be most appreciated.  Perhaps Lillian can ask the restaurants where we buy food to donate a gift certificate as well.

Krystal reminded us that each year we find people who have serious risk of diabetes or high blood pressure or other situations that need attention, so even though the event is fun, it is of great assistance as well.

We welcomed Carroll Bennett from Caesars (Harrahs) as he joined us again.  He hopes to continue to be with us.
After the Health Fair we will focus on getting out the newsletter, and sending copies via email or otherwise to all those who participated or assisted.

Written by Tom Smith

