Hispanic Connection of Southern Indiana, Inc.

Minutes February 6, 2008

Present:  Dana Nieman, Frank Recalde, Demetria Smith, Beth Pattison, Jackie Love, Nancy Totten (recorder), Mario Laso, Carroll Bennett, Father Tom Smith, Lillian Rose, Keith Pulliam.
Minutes from last Meeting were read and approved.

Nancy Totten will be acting secretary until Donna Jenkins returns. (Hurry, Donna!)

Speakers’ Bureau:   Letty Salazar (lettysalazar@hispanic connectionsi.org) has agreed to be the clearinghouse for putting together a directory of speakers who have expertise in any area that might contribute to the welfare of the Hispanic community.  These speakers could be bilingual or English- or Spanish-only speakers, who would be available to speak to English-speaking or Spanish-speaking groups on any useful topic—education, finance, health, law, psychology—anything useful.  Speakers could represent HCSI by providing brochures (revised to include a special invitation of membership.)  Any money provided to the speaker could be donated to the Hispanic Connection.  If you are willing to provide your expertise to be part of this directory, or if you know others who are, please e-mail Letty Salazar.  When the directory becomes available, Beth will do a media release, and the directory can be sent to civic organizations etc. in the area, and it can be included  on the website..
List of Interpreters:  Lillian spoke about the great need for interpreters, and it was decided to create a list of people who would be able and willing to interpret (for payment).  Of course our interest is mainly Spanish/English, but it’s interested that Fifth Third bank has  multilingual employees who can interpret in many languages, including Spanish.  If anyone is aware of people who would be willing to be on this list, please notify Lillian.  This list can be put on the website also.
Financial Report: Although things were touch-and-go in December, Keith reports that as the year ended we had a balance of $18, 233.44, thanks to a Caesar’s grant and some other income.  Some of the Caesar’s grant money can be used to pay Juanita Richaardson for nursing follow-up to the Health Fair.  Keith will purchase short-term CD’s with some of the money.  Father Tom also reported that he has acquired grant money to pay for Internet access service, so that will be one less expense.   

Newsletter.   Beth Pattison volunteered to do a twice-yearly newsletter which will thank donors and participants in HCSI events and will highlight programs and events so that donors know what is being accomplished with their help.  Specific numbers and types of help could be included.  The first would be sent after the Health Fair, probably in June, and the second in November, in time to remind people of the possibility of year-end donations.  Beth suggested that we make it clear exactly how and when donations could be made, and perhaps include a wish list of items needed and exactly how and where to donate those items.  (Lillian noted that the office had just been given a whiz-bang photocopier which she is enjoying.)
School Handbook:  Jackie talked about the ongoing need for a handbook for Spanish-speaking parents of school children.  Beth said that the New Neighbors grant is putting together such a manual in Spanish and English for the five target schools, and that this could serve as a model for a general handbook, into which specific information about each school could be inserted. She expects that handbook to be available by fall, and asked anyone who had ideas about what to include to please contact her.

Advocacy:  Keith pointed out that we should be careful to avoid political action  when we advocate for the Hispanic community, and that generally we should advocate as individuals rather than as a member of the Hispanic Connection..  He did suggest that we contact –as individuals, not as the Hispanic Connection—the Indiana state legislature to oppose the bill passed by the Indiana Senate and currently being considered by the House that targets employers of undocumented workers.  Father Tom believes this bill will cause terrible hardship.
Health Fair/Car Show:  Father Tom is looking for an in-the-know Hispanic person to coordinate a car show during the Health Fair as a draw for men.  If anyone has ideas about who might do this, please contact him.  Jessica will ask around at the Head Start Fatherhood program.
Life-Skills Workshop:  This would be similar to ones done before, where people talk about issues such as finance, housing, legal issues, school, etc.  It is scheduled for Mar. 16, 3:15-4:30, and will be repeated 2 or 3 months later in a Clarksville location.  
